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Gone Fishing 
 

Simon Peter said to the other disciples ï ñI am going fishing.ò 
The other disciples replied ï ñWe will go with you.ò 

 
They went out and got into the boat,  
but that night they caught nothing. 

 
John 21:3 

 
In Johnôs Gospel, the Resurrected, but not yet Ascended Jesus  
appears to the disciples on Easter Sunday evening in the Upper 
Room, where they have locked themselves in out of fear. Thomas 
is not there. We know nothing about the activities of the next 
week, but on the following Sunday evening Jesus appears to the 
disciples again in the same Upper Room. This time Thomas is 
there and makes his now famous proclamation ï  
My Lord, and my God! 
 
How much times passes before Jesusô next pre-ascension  
appearance we do not know.  What we do know is that enough 
time has passed that the disciples are not quite sure what to do 
with themselves. The Resurrected Jesus has breathed the Holy 
Spirit upon them, but the full power of the Holy Spirit will not  
happen until Pentecost. In this not quite sure what to do time,  
Peter announces that he is going fishing. When we are struggling 
with what to do with our lives, we normally return to what is  
familiar. In Peterôs case it is his former profession of fishing. 
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Just as the sun is rising the Resurrected Lord calls to them from the shore. When 
Peter realizes who is calling, he immediately jumps into the water to wade to     
Jesus as quickly as possible. That sequence is truly pure Peter. Jesus then invites 
them to breakfast and they receive the Johannine form of communion. (We know 
communion as bread and wine, but for a while the Johannine congregations used 
fish instead of wine. We do not know how long this lasted, but eventually the    
Johannine congregations fell in line with the rest of the Christian Church and 
switched from fish to wine. A decision that I am sure is appreciated by Altar Guilds 
throughout the world.) The breakfast event becomes the third time that the    
Resurrected, but not yet Ascended Jesus appears to the disciples. 
 
Peter is ñstuckò. He understands that Jesus really has Risen from the Dead, but he 
is not sure what to do about it. He will find out soon enough at Pentecost, but at 
the moment he is ñstuckò.  So, he does what he knows best. He goes fishing. 
 
Unlike Peter, we are not ñstuckò. We do know what to do. Since we are blessed to 
be the post Pentecost Children of God, our task is clear and concise. We are called 
to fervently and faithfully proclaim Jesus as Lord of all. Instead of going fishing,  
we go proclaiming. 
 
Peter is ñstuckò, so he returns to what he knows best ï fishing. We are not stuck, 
so we do precisely what Jesus has called us to do. We go and proclaim. Blessings, 
as we continue to be Godôs ñunstuckò proclaiming people here in Madison County. 
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¶ Contemporary Worship: Saturdays at  
5 pm with Fellowship after the Worship  
 

¶ Traditional Worship: Summer Sunday 
Schedule Ends:  September 2 of Labor Day 
Weekend will be our last Sunday at 9 am with 
Hospitality Hour at 10:15 am.   
 

Beginning Sunday, September 9, Our Lordôs 
will return to our regular schedule of two  
services a Sunday: 8 am and 10:45 am.  
 

Fellowship will be at 9:15 am in the     
Commons Area. (Sunday School will also      
resume Sunday, September 9!)  
 
 
 

REGULAR WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES  

Sunday, September 9 at the 
10:45 am service,  

will the third of a monthly series of 
outdoor worship opportunities at Our 
Lordôs.  Each month through October, 
Our Lordôs will have one of our     
Worship services in the Chapel in the 
Pines.  The regular Sunday,  
September 9, 10:45 am Traditional 
Worship will be held in the Chapel in 
the Pines unless it rains.  (Rain  
location will be back in the Worship 
Center Sanctuary.)  
 
Come out to worship God under the 
canopy of pines.  Bring lawn chairs, 
water and bug spray.  

Outdoor Worship in the  
Chapel in the Pines  
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WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES  

 
Weekend Worship in September  

 
The four weekends in August featured Gospel Readings from the Sixth Chapter   
of John. In September, we return to Mark, except for the final weekend when 
we celebrate the Festival of Saint Michael and All Angels. Blessings as we       
worship together in September. 

 
 

 Saturday, September 1, and Sunday, September 2 
Mark 7:1-8 

 
On this Labor Day weekend we are reminded that 

what purifies us is not fulfilling certain regulations, but     
living in the Word of God. 

 
 
Saturday, September 8, and Sunday, September 9 

    Mark 7:31-37 
 

As we begin a new Sunday School year, we rejoice 
that Jesus opens our ears to hear his voice, and frees our 
tongues to boldly proclaim him as our Savior. 

 
 
Saturday, September 15, and Sunday, September 16 

  Mark 8:4-38 
 

There is the old saying, ñthat is my cross to bearò.  
This week Jesus talks not about ñbearingò crosses, but 
about  going out and picking them up. He calls us to        
the ministry Of the cross. 

 
 
Saturday, September 22, and Sunday, September 23 

   Mark 9:35-37 
 

This weekend we hear the wonderful story of Jesus 
and the children. Jesus reminds us that ministry is not about 
power and position, but about service to those around us. 

 
 
Saturday, September 29, and Sunday, September 30 

    Luke 10:17-20 
 

We do not know all of the beings of heaven, but we 
know four of them ï angels, archangels, cherubim, and   
seraphim. It turns out their calling is identical to ours. 
Whether in heaven or on earth, we are called to praise,  
proclaim, and protect God. 

http://www.ourlords.org

