
 

  

April 2020, Volume 53, No. 4 
A PUBLICATION OF OUR LORD’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  

WHAT ’S  INSIDE  
 
Anniversaries & 
Birthdays  9 
 

Calendar  14 
 

Education Ministry 7 
 

Fellowship Opportunities 6 
 

Kids’ Page 12 
 

Looking Ahead 13 
 

Online Worship 2 
 

Prayer Concerns 9-11 
 

Reminders 8 
 

Service and Outreach 6 
 

Support Opportunities 8 
 

Treasurer’s Report 7 
 

“Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark…” 
       John 20:1 
 

The first Easter Day began in darkness. In a normal year, we tend to forget that. 

But this is not a normal year. As I write this, we are under a stay-at-home order 

that extends through Palm Sunday. The novel coronavirus is circulating in our 

region of the country. Therefore, we will not be gathering in person for the  
services of worship that are the heart of the Church Year. Our Holy Week and  
Easter services will be livestreamed or pre-recorded depending on the number 

of people involved, the elements of the service, and orders from the Governor. 
 

I am especially grateful to the team of people who have made it possible for 

Our Lord’s to livestream. The top of the next page has an article from your 

Council President naming many of those involved and inviting your support for 

this new venture at OLLC. They have made it possible for our dispersed  
community to worship together from our homes. We will be using a variety of 

technologies—old and new—to stay connected and to minister to one another 

during this pandemic. Social distancing is not the same as social isolation. We 

are all in this together.  
 

It is still dark, but our scriptures bear witness to new life beginning in darkness. 

Both the Passover story and the Gethsemane story take place in the dark of 

night. As we immerse ourselves in those stories during Holy Week, let us be 

mindful of the suffering that people throughout the world and across the  
centuries have experienced. May we find in their faith the seeds of resilience 

we need for this time of darkness in our world. In this time, we must walk by 

faith and not by sight. In faith, we will celebrate Easter as a dispersed  
community. While it is still dark, we will mourn all our losses and pray for the 

world. While it is still dark, we will claim the promise of resurrection. 
 

Pastor Darla Ann 
 

OUR LORD’S NEWS 

PASTOR ’S MESSAGE  
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ONLINE WORSHIP MINISTRY  

The following activities have been suspended temporarily. The church office will let you know when they will 
resume: 
 

 Bell Choir      Chancel Choir 

UNANTICIPATED TECH EXPENSES 
On March 16, 2020, a long-term goal to livestream our worship services at Our Lord’s suddenly became a 
two-day challenge.  Thanks to the efforts of individuals like Matt Gross, Patrick Noga, Tim Nyland, Brian 
Gunderson, Randy Kampwerth, and Pastor Darla Ann, we were able to livestream the Lenten Holden service 
on Wednesday, March 18.   In preparation for the first weekend of livestreaming, others such as Harvey  
Chiles, Loretta Williams, Steve Hoelscher, Linda Eakin, Katie Noga, Roberta Maue, and Jeff Waterman also 
contributed.  Ed Foppe is currently working with this project as well. 
 

This recent move to bring worship services into our own homes has nevertheless been costly.  It is expected 
we will surpass our annual IT budget of $2500 on equipment such as a personal computer, cameras,          
microphones, cables, and audio headsets.  Right now, we project to spend approximately $3500, but         
additional purchases may be necessary to improve the overall video or audio quality.  If interested and    
willing to help offset the costs of “going live”, please consider a small monetary gift to Our Lord’s.  Be sure to 
write “IT” or “Tech” in the memo line.   
 

Thank you for your patience as the IT Ministry Team continually tries to improve the virtual worship          
experience during these unusual times!  Once we are fully operational, this will be a worship feature that 
will benefit our members, especially shut-ins, for years to come. 
 

Tom Steinmann 
President, Church Council  

WEEKEND WORSHIP SCRIPTURES 
 
HOLY WEEK 
April 4 & 5     Passion/Palm Sunday Isaiah 50: 4-9a, Psalm 31:9-16, Philippians 2:5-11,  
     Matthew 26:14-27:66 
   
April 9      Maundy Thursday Exodus 12:1-14, 1 Corinthians 11:23-26, John 13:1-7 and 31b-35 
 
April 10   Good Friday  Isaiah 52:13-53:12, John 18:1—19:42 
 
 
SUNDAYS OF EASTER 
April 11 & 12    1st Weekend of Easter  Jeremiah 31:1-6, Acts 10, Matthew 28:1-10 
 
April 19 & 20    2nd Weekend of Easter Psalm  16, 1 Peter 1:3-9, John 20:19-31 
 
April 25 & 26    3rd Weekend of Easter Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19  and  Luke 24:13-35 
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E D U C A T I O N A L  M I N I S T R Y  ONLINE CONCERT  

 

Carrie Newcomer is my favorite folk singer.  I have been fortunate to hear her twice in concert—once in         
Goshen, IN and once in Louisville, KY.  She is performing a song a day from her living room at 5 pm during this 
time.  Her music and talking is perfect for a time such as this.  She will also be performing a concert from her 
living room on Friday, March 27.  You can listen to her on her Facebook page.  Just search for Carrie Newcomer.  
If you can’t listen live, you can go to her page and listen at a later time.   
 

If I were preaching on Maundy Thursday this year, I would play part of one of her songs and use it along with 
the biblical text for my sermon.  The song is Betty’s Diner.  It is the story of a waitress, Miranda, who works the 
late night counter in a diner and the story of the diner’s late night customers.  Miranda has experienced some 
disappointments in life.  She is now working as the night time waitress at Betty’s Diner.  The song tells us about 
some of the customers of the diner.  There is Arthur, who can’t sleep since his wife died last spring.  And there is 
Diedra, a single women who is struggling to take care of herself and her son by working at a convenience store.  
Jack is a young man who is the first in his family to go past high school.  Kevin dreams of moving to Chicago or 
New Orleans where they “still play righteous horn.”  And there is Veda, a recovering alcoholic who comes in 
with her friend Mike who runs the crisis hot line.   The words of the chorus are: 
 

Here we are all in one place 
The wants and wounds of the human race 
Despair and hope sit face to face 
When you come in from the cold 
Let her fill your cup with something kind 
Eggs and toast like bread and wine 
She’s heard it all so she don’t mind. 

 

May all that we do for each other, especially in this time of physical separation, be like serving bread and wine, 
serving Jesus, to each other.   
 

Pr. Tom Kratzer 

A huge thank you to all the wonderful people at Our Lord’s.  My  one year follow up checkup after my back  
surgery took place recently. After looking at the x-rays the surgeon said my back had healed perfectly and I was 
free to do all normal activities.  Including hiking, racket ball, basketball, golf and even running.  I am truly 
blessed.  I never could have made the last 2 years (quad surgery one year, major back surgery the following) if 
it wasn’t for all the prayers floating around me.  At times I felt I didn’t even need my legs. 
 

My God is an Awesome God.   

        Erick..aka   Bubba 

THANK YOU  
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S E R V I C E  A N D  O U T R E A C H  

 

2020 CENSUS  
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2020 CENSUS  
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The following activities have been suspended temporarily. The church office will let you know when they will 
resume: 
 
  LATE BOOMERS     SERENDIPITY BOOK CLUB 
     
               FIRST OF THE MONTH DINNER OUT 

 

FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES  

 

MEN’S CLUB 
Men’s Club Meeting and Breakfast is Cancelled for Saturday, April 4, 7 am. 
Hopefully, they can resume in May. 
 
MOWER/TRIMMER SCHEDULE 
Date   Mowers   Trimmers 
April 2-4   Chuck Pugh  Brian Hartke 
April 9-11  Tony DiBartolo  Rod Orr 
April 16-18  Ted Nemsky  Mike Huster 
April 23-25  Scott Comrie  Darrell Bruhn 
April 30-May 2  Chuck Jorgenson  Steve Holscher 

  

The following activities have been suspended temporarily. The church office will let you know when they 
will resume: Office Angels, Newsletter Assembly Angels, SOS (Spirit of Sharing) Soup Kitchen 
 
Maryville Outreach Center 
The Food Pantry, Grandma’s Attic and the Residence Assistance Program  have been closed. You will be 
notified when they will be open again. If you are in need of food, a Blessing Box (Food box) is outside the 
Maryville Outreach building for you to come get food.  It is restocked twice daily. If your need is greater 
than what is in the Blessing Box, you may call the Food Pantry and make arrangements to meet with the 
Food Pantry director. If you need help through the Residence Assistance Program, you may also leave a 
message for that. 
 

Do you sew? Do you have extra material on hand? 
Individuals willing to donate masks, can do so by following these instructions:  Masks should be made  
using the following directions: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S9RWII2-5_4, Elastic may be hard to 
find at this time, masks can also be made with ribbon so clinicians can tie them behind their head. 
Please place masks in a sealed zip lock bag. Each zip lock bag will include seamstress name, address, 
email, and contact number. All masks will be laundered prior to use by the hospital for use by staff 
members outside of patient care and by necessary visitors. Follow the stay home order and do not 
leave your home to purchase supplies!   
Drop off location: Maryville Baptist Church  A collection bin will be available inside the main  
entrance Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. beginning Monday, March 30th. 

SERVICE AND OUTREACH MINISTRY  
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

 
As of February 29, 2020 

 
Total receipts for February 2020  $39,826 (anticipated budget amount of $31,167) 
Total expenditures for February 2020 $27,775 (anticipated budget amount of $31,500) 
 
Total receipts for 2020 as of 2/29/2020                          $71,618  (anticipated budget amount of $61,250) 
Total expenditures for 2020 as of 2/29/2020 $60,721 (anticipated budget amount of $61,583) 
 
Mortgage principal paid in February 2020 $3,212 
Total mortgage principal paid in 2020 $8,448 
Remaining principal on mortgage $124,924 
  
Cash - Unrestricted $67,034 (CD $25,000 matures in December 2021) 
Cash - Designated $26,268 
 

Submitted by Max Eakin 3/16/20 

  

FINANCIAL NEWS  

 
 
 

The following activities have been suspended temporarily. The church office will let you know when they will 
resume: 
 
 Children’s Sunday School Age 3 through 5th Grade   High School 
 Confirmation Class     Sunday Adult Bible Study 
 Questions Bible Study     Bible Crunchers Study 
 Morning Glories Spiritual Discussion Group   Men’s Breakfast Fellowship 
 Book Study 

EDUCATIONAL MINISTRY  
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PRAYER LIST 
We want to keep Our Lord’s Prayer List as current and viable as possible.  
The list is long, as we have many in our church family, or people we know, that need prayer. The church office 
“purges” the list periodically. If the person for which you have requested prayer has improved enough to 
come off the prayer list or has passed away, please let the church office know. Thank you for your help. 
 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
Reminder: Newsletter Deadline (to submit articles for May’s Newsletter): Wednesday, April 15 
 
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSURES 
Church Office is closed on Easter Monday, April 13. 
 
WHEN YOU HAVE CHANGES 
Please let the church office know of changes to e-mail address, mail/resident addresses, telephone numbers, 
job, college, graduations etc.. 
 
SYNOD WEB SITE: www.csis-elca.org            ELCA WEB SITE: www.elca.org 
 
PRAYER VENTURES 
Two pages of monthly prayer support for ELCA ministries, are available at www.elca.org/prayerventures. 

REMINDERS  

PEOPLE IN A PICKLE  

 As we all contend with the fallout from the corona virus, Our Lord’s knows members and  
non-members alike will be suffering economic hardships. In these times, we are asking members who are little 
affected by the economic downturn to consider making a donation to our People in a Pickle fund, which  
currently is being used to aid travelers in need. People in a Pickle will be expanded to help people in the  
congregation who need assistance, as well. 
 All you need to do to make a donation is to send a check made out to Our Lord’s with People in a 
Pickle in the memo line. Our Lord’s is asking anyone who receives a check coming from the federal assistance 
program and truly is not in need of the assistance for themselves, family or friends to consider donating those 
monies to our People in a Pickle fund. This is an especially good time to share our blessings and good fortune 
with others. 
 People in a Pickle obviously is meant as a small supplement to the Federal, State and Local safety 
nets, but nonetheless could be an important way to fill in the gaps in these programs. Knowing it is always  
easier to offer help than ask for help, any request for assistance will be handled in the strictest of confidence. 
At this point, if you or someone you know is in need, please let Pastor Kratzer know. She will work hand in 
hand with the Resident Assistance Program of the Maryville Outreach Center to ensure we first utilize  
available local assistance. A ministry team for People in a Pickle will be developed to advise Pastor Kratzer.  
Together we can make a difference for those facing financial hardship due to this pandemic. 
We ask you to prayerfully consider this ministry. 

Dave Gocken 
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY  
 

Robin & Lance Wellener 
Jeff & Terry Menz 

Rob & Carol Hancock 
Zach & Maddie LaMar 

Neil & Lisa Micnheimer 
Bill & Cindy Diggs 

Tim & Connie Nyland 
Ed & Laura Foppe 

Fred & Joyce Tatjenhorst 
Jim & Linda Spencer 

S E R V I C E  

Please remember these members, friends of Our 

Lord’s, and their families as they grieve their loss 

and share the sure promise of the resurrection: 
 
Eric & Leslee Morris, son Erin Morris & Family (at 
the death of their son and brother Scott Morris on 
March 10, 2020) 
 
The Lynn Thiel Family (at the death of her        
husband and longtime Our Lord’s member, Harry 
on March 10, 2020). Memorials may be made out 
to Our Lord’s with Harry Thiel in the memo line. 

Katie Noga 
Harper Lilly 

Rachel Schoenecker 
Alison Kirk 

Elaine Nemsky Collier 
Barb Werne 

Jean Weishaupt 
Brian Gunderson 

Steve Perry 
Olivia Comrie 
Randy Steele 
Sean Crosby 

Blake Trucano 
Norma Klingsick 
Katelyn Foppe 

Marcine Lemke 
JoAnn Hartke 
Wayne Eastby 
Jake Scheiter 
Julie Scheiter 

Lisa Bush 
Glenda Klingsick 
Josie Steinmann 
Joanne Sullivan 

Robert Valentine 
Luke Huster 
Meg Oberlag 
Isabelle Mize 
Mary Olsen 

PRAYER CONCERNS FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY  
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PRAY FOR OUR  
MILITARY PERSONNEL 

 

Lance Cpl. Clayton Campbell, Major James Carmichael, Capt. Blake Crosby,  
Airborne Ranger Keegan Crosby, Staff Sgt. Tyson Crosby, SPC Bill Homes, Charles 

Homes, Zach Huff, AB Lucas Maue, John Meyer, Zachary Neubauer, Amador 

Ochoa, Josh Pace, Scott Prengel, Jake Randall, Jack Scoles, PFC Eric Shelton, Staff 

Sgt. Skipper Smith, Sgt. Matthew Spencer (Ret.), Staff Sgt. Stephan Spencer 

PRAY FOR MEMBERS OF OUR CONGREGATION 
 
Max Eakin, Barb Erickson, Greg Fremder, Dave Gocken, Jim Green, Matt Gross, 
Krissy Gunderson, Debby & Kraig Gunderson, Linda Harriss, Dan Homes, Luke    
Huster, Rudy Kantola, Brian Kassing, Erik Kirk, Don Klingsick, Terry Menz, Kim 
Payne, Greg Perkins, Susan Peterson, John Puricelli, Adam Rimar, Jeff & Hilda 
Scheiter, Tim Schoenecker, Don Simonson, Jo Steele, Leonard Stensland, Lynn Thiel,  
Emily Callahan Thompson, Larry Trucano, Joan Vail, Lisa White, Sarah White, Mike 
Williams 

 

PRAY FOR OUR MINISTRY TEAM  
 
The Rev. Dr. Dar Kratzer, Pastor; Dr. Harvey Chiles, Director of Traditional Music; Dr. Rhonda Comrie,         
Organist; Beth Giese, Nursery Attendant; Brian Gunderson, Director of Contemporary Music; Chery Sides,  
Organist; Toni Barz, Office Helper; Linda Spencer, Office Helper; Loretta Williams, Administrative Assistant 

 
Church Council  
Tom Steinmann, President; Kathy Hoelscher, Vice President; Jaime Henderson, Secretary; Dr. Max Eakin,  
Treasurer; Alan Kramer, At Large  
 
Steering Team [Worship, Education, Fellowship, Service] 
Ed and Laura Foppe, Steering Team Coordinators; Tim Nyland, Lyn Kampwerth, Erick Larson, Dr. Karen  
Cummings-Larson, Rhonda Comrie, Randy Kampwerth 
 
Transition Team 
Deanne Holhouser, Lead, Dr. Rhonda Comrie, Bruce Fritz, Dave Gocken, Katie Noga, Dr. Laura Schoenecker, 
KaLonny Short, Marian Steinmann 

PRAYER CONCERNS  
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Jo Carol Albright 
 
Barbara 
 
Jeff Bombal (Rhonda Comrie’s 
 nephew) 
 
Aaron Brady (Kathie Brady’s  
 nephew) 
 
David Brady (Kathie Brady’s son) 
 
Christian Bristol 
 
Burk Bruninga 
 
Taylor Bruninga 
 
Patty Burks (Shellie & Dean  
 Lackey’s friend) 
 
Debbie C. (Schoenecker’s  friend) 
 
Pat C. (Schoenecker’s friend) 
 
Cancer Patients 
 
David Cashen 
 
Peggy Collins 
 
Ardith Corsaw (Carol Orr’s sister) 
 
Sarah Degarmo (Roberta  Maue’s 
 friend) 
 
Pr. Roger Digges 
 
Judy Douglas (Karen Tilashalski’s 
aunt) 
 
Jeremy Eagen (Maue’s nephew/
 cousin) 
 
Erin (Dona Racich’s friend) 
 
James Fayne (Chery Sides’ 
 co-worker) 
 

 
Carol Gendron (Lori Messina’s 
 mother) 
 
Glenda 
 
Tori Jean Green (Caitlyn 
 Baczewski’s friend) 
 
DeWayne Gross 
 
Larry H. (Don Simonson’s friend) 
 
Joe Hatley (Loretta Williams’  
 friend) 
 
Sandra Ingram (Mike Williams’  
 sister) 
 
Neil Jenkins (Williams’  
 brother-in-law) 
 
Harleigh Johnson (William’s infant 
 relative) 
 
Nel Kennedy (Loretta Williams’  
 sister) 
 
Pr. Dan Klepzig Family (at his 
 death) 
 
Linda 
 
Jim Maue (Roberta Maue’s friend) 
 
Charlie McCord 
 
Janet Middendorf (Pr. Wayland 
 Middendorf’s  wife) 
 
Shira Olsen (Mary Olsen’s   
 daughter-in-law) 
 
Rosy Park 
 
Georgiana Peterson (Rhonda 
 Dealey’s mother) 
 
 

 
Johnny Piaz (Dora Clawges’  
 brother) 
 
Stephanie Polston (Karen Larson’s 
 friend) 
 
Crystal Radford (Caitlyn  
 Baczewsji’s friend) 
 
Ryan (Brian Gunderson’s friend) 
 
Denis Scharette (Erik Larson’s 
 friend) 
 
Gordon Strong (Carole Callahan’s 
 brother) 
 
Doris Swanson (Laura  
 Schoenecker’s mother) 
 
Pr. Craig Swenson 
 
Ben Szakacsi (Nicole Williams’ 
 grandfather) 
 
Steve Tatjenhorst (Fred &  Joyce 
 Tatjenhorst’s son) 
 
Tennessee Tornado Victims 
 
Cathy Thiesen (Deanne  
 Holshouser’s sisiter) 
 
Pr. Dan Tuhy 
 
Janne Vernersson (Erick Larson’s 
 cousin) 
 
Jim Wilson (Larry Trucano’s 
 cousin) 
 
Marilyn Wolfe (Irene 
 VanHooser’s friend) 
 
Adam Younger (Loretta Williams’ 
 friend) 

FAMILY AND FRIENDS PRAYER LIST  
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KIDS ’  PAGE  
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L A Y  

PREVIEW OF COMING EVENTS 
Mark your calendars for these upcoming  

events and special observances 

 
MAY 
• Men’s Club Breakfast, May 2 
• National Day of Prayer, May 7 
• Maryville Fishing Derby, May 9 
• Mother’s Day, May 10 
• S.O.S Soup Kitchen at St. John’s Evan. UCC, May 14 
• Newsletter Deadline, May 15 
• Ascension of Our Lord, May 21 
• Confirmation, May 24  
• Memorial Day Celebrated/Office Closed, May 25 
• Newsletter Assembly, May 27 
• Day of Pentecost, New Member Sunday, May 31 
 
 
 
JUNE 
• Central/Southern Illinois Synod 
 Assembly, Jun 4-6 
• Holy Trinity Weekend, Jun 6-7 
• Summer Worship Schedule begins, Jun 7 
• Thursday Chapel in the Pines Services begin, Jun 11  
• Flag Day, Jun 14 
• Newsletter Deadline, Jun 16 
• Summer Begins, Jun 20 
• Father’s Day, Jun 21 
• Newsletter Assembly, Jun 25 
• Newsletter Assembly, Jun 25 

SUMMER THURSDAY SERVICE  
IN THE  

CHAPEL IN THE PINES 
 

Weekly service starts June 11, 6:30 pm. 

THE JOHN MOHL CAMPERSHIP FUND 
The goal of the John Mohl Campership Fund is 
to encourage children from Our Lord’s Lutheran 
Church to go to a faith-based summer camp, 
which is often a life-shaping and faith-shaping 
experience.  Checks may be made payable to 
“Our Lord’s Lutheran Church,” with “John Mohl 
Campership Fund” in the memo line. (John Mohl 
was a beloved Our Lord’s member who not only 
served this church in a variety of ways, such as 
singing in the choir and Praise Band, serving as 
Confirmation Teacher and Church Council  
President, and playing Johnny Carson’s Tonight 
Show “Carnac the Magnificent” opposite Dave 
Gocken’s SNL’s “Father Guido”, he was also the 
Director of Camp Wartburg in Waterloo, Illinois 
at the time of his death.) 

LOOKING AHEAD  

JULY 
• Office Closed for Independence Day, Jul 3 
• Independence Day, Jul 4 
• S.O.S Soup Kitchen at St. John Evan. UCC, Jul 9 
• Men’s Club, Jul 11 
• Newsletter Deadline, Jul 15 
• Newsletter Assembly, Jul 29 
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“Called to share Christ’s love with all” 
 
“The Spirit of Our Lord’s News” 
 
Our Lord’s Lutheran Church 
150 Wilma Drive  
Maryville, IL 62062 
(618) 345-5692 (Office Bldg.) 
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April 2020 Newsletter 
 

Toni Barz–Editor 
 newsletter@ourlords.org 
 

Katie Noga—Facebook Coordinator 
facebook.com/ourlordslutheranchurch 
 

Mike Williams—Fair Trade Coordinator 
vablu2@aol.com 

  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED   

 




