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DAYLIGHT SAVINGS

TIME BEGINS

Greetings, friends at OLLC!

A few years ago I read a book recommended for church leaders entitled How
To Lead When You Don’t Know Where You’re Going: Leading in a Liminal Season,
by Susan Beaumont. I liked the assessment of reality and the assurance of
this book, as none of us really knows exactly where we are going because of
ever-changing conditions, but we can still lead and live out of our
centeredness in God’s faithfulness.

Liminality is living in between. It’s a stage that you have been in for much of
the past year. You are transitioning from the leadership of the former full-
time called pastor to the leadership of a future called pastor. So certain
functions and adjustments have needed to happen to move through this
process and so far they seem to be on track. Thanks be to God for the
leadership of your members!

But deeper than the structured details of the transition phase is what is being
formed as the congregation has lived in the state of liminality. Some have
labeled church liminality as a heightened experience of “already/not yet.”
That kind of language reminds us of Jesus’ teaching of the Kingdom of God.
The Kingdom is already here, yet continuing to be more fully revealed and
experienced. Likewise, you are already the people of God and in my
estimation, living into that identity and mandate quite effectively, yet you are
traveling on to something new, with ever more significant ways to live into
that on the horizon.

I fully believe that Our Lord’s Lutheran Church has a bright future. I assure
you that I pray daily that what God is doing to bring that into fruition for you
will be revealed clearly, both in the pastor who will be called AND in the
shape the congregation continues to take as people who understand your
own calling as God’s beloved children and community of faith.

Thank you for your prayers for me and for your cooperation as together we
journey onward in this liminality as we keep “looking to Jesus, the pioneer
and perfecter of our faith” (Hebrews 12:2). 

Grateful for being on this journey with you,

pastorstephanie@ourlords.org or 314.375.6340
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Listen to services using your phone or tablet!
Scan the QR code or download AudioFetch on
Google Play or iTunes.

March 7 & 8 
3  Week of Lent  rd

Exodus 17:1-7
Psalm 95

Romans 5:1-11
John 4:5-42

March 14 & 15
4  Week of Lent th

1 Samuel 16:1-13
Psalm 23

Ephesians 5:8-14
John 9:1-41 

 
March 21 & 22

5  Week of Lentth

Ezekiel 37:1-14
Psalm 130

Romans 8:6-11
John 11:1-45

MARCH scripture readings & worship services

Wednesdays at 6:30 pm
Saturdays at 5 pm 

Sundays at 9 am
Saturday and Sunday services 

will be livestreamed.

MARCH Giving Emphasis: lutheran social services

Contributions can be made by check (please note “Lutheran Social Services” in the memo line), or by using
your smart phone and following the QR code which takes you to the OLLC giving page, select “Monthly Giving
Emphasis” to make a donation.

Thank you for your generosity and support!

March 28 & 29
Passion Sunday

Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 31:9-16

Phillipians 2:5-11
Matthew 26:14-27:66

Matthew 27:11-54 (alternate)

Holden Evening Prayer Services
March 4, 11, 18, 25

 

The Discovery and Invite (D & I) Committee has two scheduled meetings to complete the work by the end of
March. In January, we reviewed the congregation's responses to the question "I expect a pastor to _____." We
evaluated our own ministry characteristics: as a community, through leadership style, programming, and
theology. Finally, we ranked the top ministry tasks that the congregation's responses highlighted. 

Our February meeting was focused on the responses to "I will support the pastor by ____." We reviewed the gifts
and talents or themes of the gifts and talents among the members of the congregation, as well as developed
additional responses for more of the MSP form's question prompts. 

The team appreciates feedback and encourages input from congregation members as they compile the MSP.
Team members include: Deb Ackerman, Nate & Mo Johnson, Erick Larson, Jodie Nehrt, Karen Schneider, and
Pastor Stephanie. 2

The call process: update

During the Season of Lent (February 18 to April 1) Our Lord’s Lutheran Church will focus its Giving Emphasis toward Lutheran
Social Services of Illinois (LSSI).  LSSI is a non-profit social service organization connecting with Illinois residents through over
50 affiliations, accreditations, licensors, certifications and memberships.  
 Donations assist LSSI to stay connected with Illinois residents and help them fulfill their Mission Statement of “Responding to
the Gospel, Lutheran Social Services of Illinois brings healing, justice, and wholeness to people and communities.”



Contact Olivia Cross for additional
information.

oecross@gmail.com 

OLLC serves SOS March 10  th

Worker Bees
Saturday, March 7  th

Breakfast 7:00 am, 
Red Apple Restaurant; Church 8:00 am
If you plan on attending, please confirm by
email or text to Chuck Pugh.
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ChancelChoir&Handbell
Choir BANDPraise

REHEARSALS:  Saturdays 3:30 pm
PERFORMANCES:  Saturdays 5:00 pm

Contact Addie Mays for additional information at
 love2haveu@ourlords.org

Chancel Choir, Thursdays, 5:00 pm
Chancel Choir members needed!

Handbell Choir, Thursday, 6:00 pm

music at our lord’s

serving our lord’s

Assistance with preparation and serving the
meal will be needed in January. Signup sheets
will be available in the narthex. 

Donations to support OLLC S.O.S.can be given via check, cash, or
note “S.O.S.” in the memo line. If you have any questions contact
Gail Jorgenson or Julie Preston. 

April 2 - Maundy Thursday - 6:30 pm

April 3 - Good Friday - 6:30 pm

April 4 - Easter Vigil & Easter Worship - 5:00 pm

April 5  - Easter Sunday Worship - 9:00 am 
(Easter Breakfast/Brunch Details Coming Soon)

HOLY week services

Lenten Worship with Holden Evening Prayer: Wednesdays 6:30 pm

preparing for EASTER

This five week series is intended to engage us with the challenging issues that are part of each of our lives at one stage or another. 
As Jesus encountered people dealing with all sorts of questions and life situations, we can see ourselves and realize that He

understands and cares for us in any and all of our wonderings and situations. Meditation stations and the lighting of
candles will provide ways for personal reflection and listening to God each week on the following topics:

March 4 - Blessed Are The Curious, John 3:1-17
March 11 - Blessed Are Those Who Suffer, Romans 5:1-11 and John 4

March 18 - Blessing For When You Suffer Alone, Psalm 23 and John 9:1-41
March 25 - Blessed Are Those Who Mourn, John 11:1-45

In all these situations, the circumstances can be difficult, yet the grace of God is to be found as God's presence and love
surround us. Mid-week services usually last between 35-45 minutes. The music of Holden Evening Prayer that was written

at a Lutheran Retreat Center by Marty Haugen creates a sense of peace and hope.
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Hope in Every Stitch
Sew-a-thon to Support Girls’ Hygiene

“For we are God’s handiwork, created to do good works.” Ephesians 2:10
 

March 21, 2026, 9am - 2 pm 
(OLLC Fellowship Hall)

--Lunch will be served--

The goal is to stitch 600-1200 reusable pads during the one day event. 

No sewing experience needed to participate. 
Help is needed to assist with kitchen hostess, cutting, stacking, ironing, sewing, 

applying snaps, and other ‘non-skilled’ jobs.
Signup sheet is located in the Narthex. 

Please indicate name, skill level, and how you plan to help.

 

OLLC Crafters to host

Contact Karen Cummings-Larson with questions. 

Sew-a-thon to support girls’ hygiene



Pre-School--Kindergarten Sunday School - Sundays in the Life Center in Room 2 at 10:15 am!

Elementary Sunday School (grades 1-5) – Sundays in the Life Center in Room 4 at 10:15 am!

Confirmation Class (grade 6-8) - We will have classes on every other Sunday and we will continue with the curriculum from
Faith Inkubators. Each session we will cover two lessons and break for a meal between the lessons. We will meet in the Worship
Center. Confirmation meets March 8  but may meet other Sundays in March as well. Please read the weekend annoucements
for additional information. 

th

Questions Bible Study - Mondays at 10:00 am in the Life Center Conference Room. Questions Bible Study is studying the book
of Genesis. Everyone is welcome! 

Feeding the Soul - Will not meet during Lent, but will return Wednesdays at 3:00 pm in the Worship Center Fellowship Hall in
April. 

Book Club will meet  March 16  at 11:30 am in the LC Conference
Room. We will be discussing “The Man Who Loved Books Too Much: The
True Story of a Thief, a Detective, and a World of Literary Obsession,” by
Allison Hoover Bartlett. This is a very informal group that enjoys reading
and discussion and having fun together. Would love to have you join us.

th
Serendipity Book CluB

Our Lord's Crafters
OLLC Fellowship opportunities

Crafters will next meet March 25th, Noon-3:00 pm. Bring the  latest
project you are working on to share with the group. Contact Kathy
Nehrt with questions. 
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Bring your favorite game, bring a
friend, and bring a snack to share!

Congregation Game
Afternoon

Fellowship Hall
March  8
April 12
May 10

3:00 PM-

5:00 PM

Education at ollc

LOOKING AHEAD

June 6 - Central/Southern Synod Assembly
June 8 - 12 - Confirmation Camp
June 14 - Father’s Day
June 19 - Juneteenth
June 22 - 25 - OLLC Vacation Bible School 

JUNE

June Giving Emphasis:
People in a Pickle 

April 2 - Maundy Thursday
April 3 - Good Friday
April 5 - Easter Sunday
April 6 - Easter Monday - Church office closed
April 14 - OLLC Serves SOS
April 15 - Tax Day

APRIL

April Giving Emphasis:
Collinsville Faith in Action

MAY

May Giving Emphasis:
OLLC Vacation Bible School

May 3- Confirmation 
May 10 - Mother’s Day
May 17 - OLLC Congregational Picnic

        Last day of Sunday School
May 25 - Memorial Day, Church office closed

       

Do you have Thrivent Choice Dollars to direct? You can direct your Choice Dollars online or by phone. 
Online 
   Go to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice 

Log in to your account 
Find your Choice Dollars on the right side of the screen 
Click Direct Choice Dollars 
Search for the organization you want to support 
Click Direct Choice Dollars Now 

By phone 
Call 800-847-4836 \Say "Thrivent Choice" when prompted 
Press 1 to direct Choice Dollars 
A representative will work with you to direct your Choice Dollars 

Thrivent choice dollars

You can direct Choice Dollars to 501(c)3 qualified nonprofits on Thrivent's enrolled list. If you would like to direct your Choice
Dollars to OLLC, search “Our Lords Lutheran” or “Maryville, IL” in the search box. Several organizations will appear on the list;
select “Our Lord’s, Maryville, IL.” You will then have the opportunity to direct all or part of your Choice Dollars. 

What you need to know 
You can direct Choice Dollars designated for 2025 until March 31, 2026.
You can learn more about the Thrivent Choice program at Thrivent.com/thriventchoice. 

Morning Glories Bible Study - Prayer is an important part of our relationship with 
       God, and one of the ways we respond to God speaking in our lives. At the same time, 
       we may carry all kinds of baggage or heavy questions about prayer: Am I doing it 
       “right?” Do I pray enough? Is prayer always done with words? This two-part Bible study 
       looks to Scripture as a guide to explore some different ways we can pray with our 
       bodies—and with the body of the earth. In February we will begin “Embodied prayer” 
       by the Rev. Liv Larson Andrews.

 Morning Glories meets 2  and 4  Thursday each month at 10:00 am in the nd th

 Worship Center Fellowship Hall. 
 All ladies are welcome! 

https://www.thrivent.com/about-us/membership/thrivent-choice


PRAYER LIST 
Please let the office know if you would like to add a new person, remove a
current person, or change the status of anyone on our prayer list. OLLC
practice includes removing individuals from the prayer lists after 3-4 weeks
unless an update is received.

PRAYER VENTURES 
Two pages of monthly prayer support for ELCA ministries are available at:
www.elca.org/Resources/Prayer-Ventures
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WHEN YOU HAVE CHANGES 
Please let the church office know of changes to e-mail address, mail/resident
addresses, telephone numbers, job, college, graduations etc.
OTHER INFORMATION 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America -- https://www.elca.org/
Central Southern Illinois Synod -- https://www.csis-elca.org/

REMINDERS

Mark Callahan
Brian Henderson

Erin Helms
Anna Redenius
Melinda Stein

Ginger Trucano

 

Steve Hoelscher
Sarah Speicher
Stefanie Vesper
Faith Hoelscher
Angela Nemsky

Caleb Hancock
Sara Schipkowski

Jan Vinson
Penny Waterman

Julie Gruber
Paige Micnheimer

PRAY FOR OUR military personnel

Keith Jensen 
Jackie Schlonat
Sara Davidson

Jim Trucano
Loretta Williams

Vicki Lottes
Ethan Baczewski
Nona Echevarria
Irene Vanhooser

Linda Spencer
Brian Kassing
Don Klingsick

Rod Orr
Joyce Tatjenhorst 

Dave Chaffee
Mike Williams
Emily Callahan
JoAnn Hartke

Nicole Williams 

PRAYER CONCERNS

Lance Cpl. Clayton Campbell
Major James Carmichael

Airborne Ranger Keegan Crosby
Staff Sgt. Tyson Crosby

SPC Bill Homes

Amador Ochoa
Capt. Blake Crosby

Josh Pace
Scott Prengel

Celebrations this month

Birthdays

Ted & Angela Nemsky
Anniversaries

Everyone listed here is important to a person of the congregation. Please include them in your praying throughout the week
so that they know and feel God’s power and presence. We will usually keep names on this list for three to four weeks. Please

let us know if an individual should be removed before then or if there is a change in their condition that requires ongoing
prayer. Member names may be listed for much longer periods of time 

FAMILY & FRIENDSCONGREGATION MEMBERS

 JoAnne Johnson 
Joan Truckenbrod

Aaron Travis
Terri 

Sherry Echo Hawk Talac
Donna & Harry Schlechte

Mariella Smity
Peg Meldi

Sandy Halama
Ken Kirkman
Ebony Bolling

Ray and Robin Gagnon
Tommy Banks

 Anthony Picarello
William Larson
Brenda Reaves

Staff Sgt. Skipper Smith
Sgt. Matthew Spencer (Ret.)

MSgt. Stephan Spencer
Zach Huff

Jake Randall

Erica Webb, US Private E-3
SrA Paul Kampwerth

John Meyer
Zachary Neubauer

PRAY FOr Those that have died & families that are grieving

Paul Huster
Jaxon Lange

Michael Blotevogel
Kalonny Short

Kate Henderson
Vicki Lottes

Ian Comrie 
Robert Hancock
Dom Echevarria 

Barbara Watz

The Family and Friends of Barb Champ (Grandmother of Addie Mays). 
The Family and Friends of Marguerite Tilashalski (Mother of Karen Tilashalski). 

Shelley Bruntjen
Ken Bunetic
Bob Dunn

Janet Borowitz
Marilyn Wolfe
Nancy Easton
Tate Buckhaus
Dan & Martha

Jim & Mary Barker
 Joe

Elaine Kendall
Brie Jenkins

Pearl
Ted F.

Michelle Simms
Glen Roth

https://resources.elca.org/?_categories=prayer-ventures
https://www.elca.org/
https://www.csis-elca.org/


OLLC Staff

Pastor Stephanie
Doeschot

Interim Pastor 

Chelsie Stevens
Administrative Assistant

Addie Mays
Director of Worship Music for
 Sundays & Special Services

Olivia Cross 
Leader of Non-Traditional 

Worship Music

Dr. Rhonda Comrie 
Organist

Benjamin Maynard 
Worship Tech

Livestreaming Specialist
ProPresenter Slide Designer

To give, simply scan this QR code with your smart phone. The QR code
takes you directly to the OLLC giving page. On the giving page you have
the opportunity to identify if your contribution is for Benevolence
(church expenditures) or for one of the designated funds. Of course,
cash or checks are always welcomed. No matter which method you
choose when giving to OLLC, all donations received will help us sustain
our ministries throughout the year.    

Ministry Support
Team

Kathy Nehrt: Education
Vacant: Fellowship

Mo Johnson: IT
Vacant: Service

Jan Vinson: Worship

Church Council

Gail Jorgenson
 President

Dr. Emily Truckenbrod 
Vice President

Dr. Terry Ackerman
Secretary

Dr. Laura Schoenecker 
Treasurer

KaLonny Short
Member At-Large
Pastor Stephanie

Doeschot
Interim Pastor 
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Fair Trade Store: 
Mike Williams
vablu2@aol.com

Sunday School: 
Lisa White

Newsletter Editor: 
K. Cummings-Larson

Facebook: 
Maureen “Mo” Johnson

OLLC ministry team COUNCIL BRIEFS

Thank you for sharing your financial resources with this congregation in support of the mission we share.

Summary taken from report provided by OLLC Treasurer Laura Schoenecker
If you have any questions, please contact Laura at lswanso@siue.edu.

FINANCIAL information

Your servant in Christ, 

Gail Jorgenson

Current Benevolence Income.....................................$20,698

Current Benevolence Expenses...................................$20,698

The following information was taken from the January 2026 Treasurer’s Report 

Current Benevolence Monthly Budget......................$26,208
Current Benevolence Monthly Year to Date.............$26,208
Current Benevolence YTD Budget............................. $26,208
Current Benevolene Difference...................................-$5,510

Current Benevolence Expenses Monthly Budget......$21,908
Current Benevolence Expenses Year to Date............$16,552
Current Benevolence Expenses YTD Budget..............$21,908
Current Benevolence Expenses Difference................ -$5,356

General Fund
Balance:
$53,748

(Used for paying
budgeted expenses.

The balance is
affected by Current

Benevolence Income
& Expenses)

Monthly Giving
Income: $265 

(Souper Bowl of
Caring & Cougar

Cupboard)

There is really only one way to begin this month's "Council Briefs" and that is to
attempt to express our deepest gratitude to Karen Cummings-Larson for her four
incredible years of service as our Council President. Her leadership was marked by
faithfulness, humility, and an unwavering commitment to God, Our Lord's
congregation and our mission. Time and again, Karen was there handling difficult
transitions and new opportunities without hesitation. Whether leading major
projects, managing unexpected challenges or quietly tending to the countless
details that keep a congregation running smoothly, she served unselfishly and
wholeheartedly.  
 
Karen - you have given not only your time and talents, but also your heart. Your
steady presence, thoughtful guidance, and willingness to roll up your sleeves sets a
very high standard for all of us. We thank God for your leadership and the many
ways you have blessed our congregation. May you now enjoy some well-earned
rest, knowing your work has made a lasting and profound impact on us and the
mission of Our Lord's. We are deeply grateful.
 
The February Council meeting agenda was devoted to transition as we were joined
by two new members, KaLonny Short - Member At-Large and Gail Jorgenson -
President. We discussed schedules for Easter services and Easter breakfast. We
still have to discuss various details and will announce the final schedules shortly.
 
As your newly appointed Council President, I am both humbled and honored to
have the opportunity to serve, but I am equally aware I have big shoes to fill. This is
my first time serving on the Council and I have a pretty steep learning curve as we
work toward calling a new pastor and continuing the great work our congregation
does internally and externally. Several of you have already reached out to assist
me and help fill in my knowledge gaps. I look forwarding to working with each of
you, striving always to be the leader you deserve. 

mailto:vablu2@aol.com


activity page
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sun mon tues wed thur fri sat
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10:00 AM Questions
Bible Study - LC
Conference Room
6:00 PM Girl Scouts
6:30 PM VBS
Planning Meeting-LC
Conference Room

11:30 AM Newsletter
Assembly- LC
Conference Room
12:00 PM OLLC
Crafters - WC
Fellowship Hall
3:00 PM Feeding the
Soul (on hiatus until
April)
6:30 PM Holden
Evening Prayer
Service

3:30 PM Praise
Band Practice
5:00 PM Worship:
Praise Service
6:15 PM Hospitality
Hour

9:00 AM Worship
10:15 AM Hospitality 
10:15 AM Pre-K –
Grade 5 Education
10:15 AM
Confirmation- Youth
Room
3:00 PM - 5:00 PM
Congregational
Game Day - FH

MARCH 2026 calendar

7:00 PM NAR-ANON -
LC Conference Room
7:00 PM NA Recovery
- LC Basement

5:00 PM
Chancel Choir
Rehearsal
6:00 PM Bell Choir
Rehearsal

9:00 AM Hope In
Every Stitch- Sew-a-
thon- WC
10:00 AM La Leche
League - WC
3:30 PM Praise
Band Practice
5:00 PM Worship:
Praise Service 
6:15 PM Hospitality
Hour

7:00 AM Worker Bee’s
Breakfast
8:00 AM Worker Bee’s
at OLLC
3:30 PM Praise
Band Practice
5:00 PM Worship:
Praise Service
6:15 PM Hospitality
Hour

7:00 PM NAR-ANON -
LC Conference Room
7:00 PM NA Recovery
 - LC Basement

7:00 PM NAR-ANON -
LC Conference Room
7:00 PM NA Recovery
 - LC Basement

3:00 PM Feeding the
Soul (on hiatus until
April)
6:30 PM Holden
Evening Prayer Service
7:00 PM Lakeview
Garden Club Meeting -
WC FH

9:00 AM Worship
10:15 AM Hospitality
10:15 AM Pre-K – 5
Education
10:15 AM - Adult
Education

10:00 AM
Questions Bible
Study - LC
Conference Room
6:00 PM Girl Scouts

9 12 13 148 10 11

21

April
Newsletter

Deadline

2015 16 1817 19
3:00 PM Feeding the
Soul  (on hiatus until
April)
6:30 PM Holden
Eveneing Prayer
Service

24 25 26 27 2822 23

7:00 PM NAR-ANON -
LC Conference Room
7:00 PM NA Recovery
 - LC Basement

10:00 AM 
Morning Glories 
5:00 PM
Chancel Choir
Rehearsal
6:00 PM Bell Choir
Rehearsal

10:00 AM Questions
Bible Study - LC
Conference Room
11:30 AM Serendipity
Book Club
6:30 PM - Church
Council - LC
Conference Room

31 2
10:00 AM Questions
Bible Study 
6:30: PM Ministry
Support Team -
ZOOM

3:30 PM Praise
Band Practice
5:00 PM Worship:
Praise Service
6:15 PM Hospitality
Hour

9:00 AM Worship
10:15 AM Hospitality 
10:15 AM Pre-K – 5
Education
10:15 AM
Confirmation- Youth
Room

9:00 AM Worship
10:15 AM Hospitality 
10:15 AM Pre-K –
Grade 5 Education
10:30 AM
Confirmation

10:00 AM 
Morning Glories 
5:00 PM
Chancel Choir
Rehearsal
6:00 PM Bell Choir
Rehearsal

OLLC 
Serves SOS

4 65 7
3:00 PM Feeding the
Soul - WC Fellowship
Hall
6:30 PM Holden
Evening Prayer
Service

5:00 PM
Chancel Choir
Rehearsal
6:00 PM Bell Choir
Rehearsal

March Giving Emphasis

29 30 31
Palm Sunday
9:00 AM Worship
10:15 AM Hospitality
10:15 AM Pre-K –
Grade 5 Education
10:15 AM - Adult
Education

10:00 AM Questions
Bible Study - LC
Conference Room

7:00 PM NAR-ANON -
LC Conference Room
7:00 PM NA Recovery
 - LC Basement

Daylight Savings
Time Begins

St. Patrick’s Day
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 RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Holy Week   April 2  - Maundy Thursday - 6:30 pm

April 3  - Good Friday - 6:30 pm

April 4 - Easter Vigil & Easter Worship - 5:00 pm

April 5  - Easter Sunday Worship - 9:00 am 

Easter Breakfast/Brunch Details Coming Soon


